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reception hosted by Governor Kathleen 
Sebelius at the Kansas State Capitol in To-
peka, and I am proud to have this opportunity 
to add to their well-deserved accolades by en-
tering this statement into today’s CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING 
LIEUTENANT ROY ZALETSKI 

HON. ROBERT W. NEY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 4, 2005 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker: 
Whereas, Lieutenant Roy Zaletski has com-

pleted his tour in the Navy’s House Liaison Of-
fice; and 

Whereas, Lieutenant Roy Zaletski has dem-
onstrated a commitment to meeting challenges 
with dedication, confidence, and outstanding 
service; and 

Whereas, Lieutenant Roy Zaletski will con-
tinue in his service to the United States of 
America as Assistant Air Detachment Officer 
on the USS NEW ORLEANS; and 

Whereas, in this post Lieutenant Roy 
Zaletski will protect our great Nation and play 
an important role in the War on Terrorism. 

Therefore, I am honored to join with Mem-
bers of Congress and Congressional Staff in 
recognizing a true patriot, Lieutenant Roy 
Zaletski. 

f 

IN HONOR OF BRETT HARDWOOD 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 4, 2005 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Brett Harwood for his outstanding ac-
complishments in the business world, his com-
mitment to serving the community, and his 
generous philanthropy. Mr. Harwood will be 
honored for his impressive and visionary work 
by Liberty Health at its annual gala on May 5, 
2005, in New Jersey. 

A successful businessman, Mr. Harwood 
helps run his family’s company, Harwood 
Properties, LLC, which is based out of Jersey 
City, New Jersey. Founded in 1920, the busi-
ness has been passed down through the gen-
erations and continues to flourish. Mr. Har-
wood has achieved great success in the park-
ing services industry. Apart from his work in 
New Jersey, he currently serves as director of 
the National Parking Association in Wash-
ington, DC. 

Throughout the years, Mr. Harwood has 
combined his strong leadership skills with his 
desire to support and develop multiple com-
munity and charitable organizations. As the 
former vice-chairman of the Liberty Health 
Board of Trustees, he gave his time and en-
ergy to ensure the completion of the Jersey 
City Medical Center-Wilzig Hospital. Addition-
ally, he made the first donation to the Capitol 
Campaign, which has raised 16 million dollars 
to support the new medical center. Mr. Har-
wood has also generously donated to the Jew-
ish Home and Rehabilitation Center and to 
Franklin and Marshall College. 

Actively involved in the community, Mr. Har-
wood is a member of Temple Sharey Telfilo 

Israel in South Orange, the Ben Franklin soci-
ety, and the Franklin and Marshall Leadership 
Council. 

Mr. Harwood was born in Orange, New Jer-
sey and holds a bachelor’s degree in govern-
ment. He graduated with his J.D. from Temple 
University Law School and was admitted to 
the New Jersey Bar that same year. Before 
joining Harwood Properties, LLC, he worked at 
various law firms, concentrating on creditor’s 
rights. He and his wife, Margie, are the proud 
parents of two children and are celebrating 
their 35th wedding anniversary this year. 
When Mr. Harwood is not busy with his busi-
ness and community affairs, he spends his 
free time sailing, traveling, and relaxing on the 
beach. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Brett Harwood for his dedication to 
serving others, his admirable work in the com-
munity, and his great efforts to improve the 
quality of life for people of New Jersey. 

f 

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY 

HON. SHERROD BROWN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 4, 2005 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today 
marks the national commemoration of Holo-
caust Remembrance Day. Six million Jews 
were murdered as a result of state-sponsored, 
systematic persecution. 

The Holocaust is not just a story of destruc-
tion and loss; it is a story of an apathetic world 
and a few individuals of extraordinary courage. 
It is a remarkable story of the human spirit 
that thrived before the Holocaust, struggled 
during its darkest hours, and ultimately pre-
vailed as survivors rebuilt their lives. 

Holocaust Remembrance Day is a vehicle 
for honoring the victims of the Holocaust and 
reminding us all of what can happen to civ-
ilized people when bigotry, hatred and indiffer-
ence reign. 

This year’s observance marks the 60th An-
niversary of the end of World War II in Eu-
rope. On VE Day, those living in Allied Coun-
tries celebrated the end of the war. Those im-
prisoned in concentration camps had lost too 
much and seen too much evil to celebrate. 

The history of the Holocaust offers an op-
portunity to reflect on the moral responsibilities 
of individuals, societies, and governments. We 
should always remember the terrible events of 
the Holocaust and remain vigilant against ha-
tred, persecution, and tyranny. 

We must actively rededicate ourselves to 
the principles of individual freedom in a just 
society. 

The Jewish Holocaust revealed to the world 
the horrors man can perpetrate if racial and 
religious hatred are allowed to fester in the 
heart of society. 

As we remember those who were killed be-
cause of racial and religious hatred, we must 
act to stop these crimes against humanity 
today. 

Civilians in Sudan are being systematically 
murdered, raped and brutalized by the govern-
ment and other forces. And yet, the world has 
not acted. Last July, the House recognized 
these atrocities but has done little to intervene. 
The United States and the international com-
munity have an obligation to end this humani-
tarian crisis. 

While we reflect on the Holocaust and its 
victims, and honor the survivors, rescuers and 
liberators, we should strive to overcome intol-
erance and indifference through learning, un-
derstanding, and remembrance. 

f 

HONORING DOOLITTLE’S RAIDERS 

HON. ROB SIMMONS 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 4, 2005 

Mr. SIMMONS. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday, 
April 16, 2005, I had the privilege of honoring 
members of the famous Doolittle’s Raiders, 
who held their annual reunion this year in 
Mystic, Connecticut, which I am proud to rep-
resent in this House. 

On December 7, 1941, at Pearl Harbor, the 
United States was attacked by Japan. On April 
18, 1942, the United States struck back di-
rectly at the enemy. On that day, Lt. Col. 
James Harold Doolittle and his co-pilot, Rich-
ard Cole, and their comrades-in-arms con-
ducted their heroic raid. 

On April 16, I was joined by many others at 
the Mystic Liberty Pole to honor these men 
and their courage. During the observance Boy 
Scout Troop 76 raised a ceremonial flag and 
a plaque was dedicated by Stonington First 
Selectman William Brown. It was my honor to 
present the Raiders with a congressional coin 
and a citation. 

The air raid was the first strike against the 
Japanese mainland. It was a relatively small 
action, only 16 bombers dropping 32 bombs 
over five cities. But it elevated America’s mo-
rale because it demonstrated that we had the 
ability to strike back. However, the raid was 
not without cost. None of the 80 combatants 
landed safely after the raid. Eleven crews had 
to bail out over China, three into the water, 
one crash-landed and another landed in the 
Soviet Union where the crew was held cap-
tive. 

An eastern Connecticut newspaper, The 
Day, wrote about the sacrifices made by 
Doolittle’s Raiders. The newspaper said, ‘‘The 
history books recount how eight Doolittle Raid-
ers were taken captive by the Japanese and 
how four were released at the end of the war. 
But they don’t talk about the conditions the air-
men endured, locked alone in tiny cells, their 
only contact with the outside world the tray of 
slop that was shoved through the door every 
day. If you want a sense of what it was like, 
lock yourself in your bathroom for two years 
and nine months, retired Lt. Col. Chase J. 
Nielsen told about 1,000 high school students 
who gathered Friday in Leamy Hall at the 
Coast Guard Academy. ‘You eat like a pig, 
and you live like one,’ Nielsen said.’’ 

This is the story of men who demonstrated 
heroism of inconceivable dimension. They 
took action against an enemy whose military 
machine was spreading across the Pacific. 
Not only did the Raiders’ bold attack rally 
American spirits at home, it struck fear into the 
Japanese Imperial High Command, forcing 
them to redeploy troops back to the homeland. 
This helped turn the tide of the war and led to 
our eventual victory. 

It was appropriate that we gathered at the 
Mystic Liberty Pole. It is a place of patriotism 
and public spirit. We honored those patriotic 
and public spirited men because they volun-
teered so many years ago to put their lives on 
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the line for the liberty we all enjoy today. If not 
for their sacrifice, our world would be a far dif-
ferent place. 

May God bless them all for what they did, 
keep them in good health, and may God Bless 
America. 

f 

SALUTE TO DR. PEGGY CHABRIAN 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 4, 2005 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor Dr. Peggy Chabrian, who is 
President and Founder of Women in Aviation, 
International. The organization was incor-
porated in 1994 following the success of the 
annual International Women in Aviation Con-
ference conducted in 1990. 

With Peggy Chabrian commitment the con-
ference began with 150 participants in 1990 
and today that organization has grown to more 
than 3,000 attendees. Women in Aviation 
International now represents over 7,000 
women and men from all segments of the 
aviation industry including general, corporate, 
commercial and military. Women in Aviation 
International is the premier organization in rec-
ognizing women’s accomplishments in avia-
tion. They not only highlight accomplishments 
by women but also provide a substantial num-
ber of educational scholarships and aviation 
vocational opportunities for women. 

A long-time aviation enthusiast and profes-
sional aviation educator. Dr. Chabrian is a 
commercial/instrument multi-engine pilot and 
flight instructor who has been flying for over 
20 years. Most recently she added helicopter 
and seaplane ratings to her flight qualifica-
tions. 

Dr. Chabrian has held many top positions in 
aviation education including her tenure at 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University and her 
Chair of the aviation department at Georgia 
State University in Atlanta, Georgia. Dr. 
Chabrian was the second woman to ever hold 
the position of dean of an engineering school 
in the United States. She is currently also the 
publisher of Aviation for Women magazine. 

The recipient of numerous aviation and edu-
cation awards, Dr. Chabrian has received the 
FAA Administrator’s Award for Excellence in 
Aviation Education and the Civic Award from 
the American Institute of Aeronautics and As-
tronautics. She has been inducted into the 
Crown Circle of the National Congress on 
Aviation and Space Education. In December 
2001 she received the Vision Award from 
Business and Commercial Aviation magazine. 

Dr. Chabrian is active in numerous aviation 
organizations and serves as a member of sev-
eral boards including the Centennial of Flight 
Advisory Board, the Experimental Aircraft As-
sociation Foundation and the Museum of Avia-
tion. She is the past president and board 
member of the University Aviation Association. 

I know that other Members of Congress join 
me in congratulating Peggy Chabrian on her 
untiring efforts in promoting and recognizing 
women in aviation. 

HELP AMERICA VOTE ACT 
AMENDMENTS BILL 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 4, 2005 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
be an original cosponsor of the comprehen-
sive Voting Opportunity and Technology En-
hancement Rights Act of 2005 (H.R. 533), in-
troduced by Judiciary Committee Ranking 
Member JOHN CONYERS. Rep. CONYERS’ new 
bill amends and improves the Help America 
Vote Act of 2002 (HAVA), enacted after the 
chaos of the 2000 presidential election. Con-
gressman CONYERS has done the Nation an 
important service by systematically reviewing 
HAVA (including conducting his own hearings 
here and elsewhere in the country) against the 
actual experience of the 2004 elections. 

The three amendments to HAVA that I intro-
duce today similarly arose out of my own ex-
perience during the 2004 elections here in the 
District of Columbia and campaigning in other 
parts of the country during the 2004 presi-
dential elections. The first, Section 303A, is an 
amendment that responds to long lines 
throughout the country, which may have de-
terred significant numbers of voters. This 
amendment to HAVA would require states to 
permit counties or other subdivisions upon re-
quest to begin voting prior to the scheduled 
date of an election. During the recent election, 
some subdivisions had voting machines that 
were modern and plentiful, while other jurisdic-
tions in the same state were burdened with 
scarce and out-of-date machines, resulting in 
long lines. In the pivotal state of Ohio, which 
determined the outcome of the close 2004 
presidential election, the controversy was 
deepened by reports that lines were particu-
larly long in counties where there were large 
minority populations compared with largely 
white counties. 

One reason for the difference is that in 
many states, voting machines are purchased 
by counties or other subdivisions. Differences 
in income levels, tax bases and other issues 
often result in large disparities within the same 
state in the availability of machines. Small 
changes in the day voting begins can help 
eliminate these disparities and the lines that 
can discourage the exercise of the right to 
vote, without the often significant capital in-
vestment in new equipment. 

Section 2 of my bill adds a section to HAVA 
that responds to calls to my office concerning 
absentee ballots which inadvertently did not 
include postage, or had insufficient postage. 
This section requires officials to accept such 
absentee ballots. Postage mistakes may be 
made depending on the number of issues on 
the ballot and the resulting size and weight of 
the envelope containing the ballot. The cost to 
authorities, if any, is de minimis. There should 
be no doubt that such ballots should be count-
ed. 

Section 3 amends HAVA to eliminate the 
confusion when first-time or infrequent voters 
or others go to incorrect voting sites or when 
the usual voting site has been changed. To 
encourage voting, voters registered anywhere 
in the state could cast a provisional ballot and 
have it counted and verified. However, voters 
would be told the correct polling site to allow 
the option of going to the correct site and 

thereby avoiding any doubt that their ballots 
would be counted. 

The 2000 presidential election was a calam-
ity of such historic proportions that it cast 
doubt on the validity of the election of the 
President of the United States and led to the 
enactment of HAVA. The continuing problems 
in the 2004 elections were serious, unaccept-
able, and controversial. Although that election 
also was close, it did not have the razor thin 
margin of 2000 that delayed certification and 
settlement of the final result through a Su-
preme Court decision. However, the 2004 
elections were another close call that yielded 
bitter controversy. Congress must be willing to 
learn from our continuing experience to make 
improvements in protecting the right to vote as 
they are needed. My bill simply uses the expe-
rience from my own district and elsewhere to 
contribute to this effort. 

f 

HONORING MRS. JESSIE HALE 
DOWNS 

HON. ARTUR DAVIS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 4, 2005 

Mr. DAVIS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the exceptional leadership, 
character, and outstanding achievements of 
Mrs. Jessie Hale Downs. 

In 1944, a young couple expecting their first 
child began a ministry known as the Jimmie 
Hale Mission with the purpose of reaching out 
to the poor in downtown Birmingham. The 
couple did not have much material wealth, but 
what they lacked in money they made up in vi-
sion. Unfortunately, the young husband 
passed away eight months later, leaving his 
27-year-old wife and unborn daughter wid-
owed and fatherless. 

A single, homeless mother, Jessie Hale re-
solved to continue the ministry. Serving as the 
Executive Director for 46 years, Miss Jessie 
shepherded the Mission to its present state of 
6 different facilities in central Alabama. Mrs. 
Downs has touched the lives of countless 
men, women, and children through her self-
less acts of compassion and charity. 

Now 88 years old, Miss Jessie remains the 
matriarch of the Jimmie Hale Mission. She 
continues to travel around central Alabama 
speaking about the vision and ministry of the 
Mission. She is the epitome of compassionate 
activism, and I am proud to call her one of my 
constituents. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 4, 2005 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, while I 
was with my son and daughter-in-law during 
the birth of their daughter, the House consid-
ered an important vote on the ethics rules 
governing the House. Being with my family 
during the birth of Kate was a thrilling experi-
ence, and I am grateful for the blessing she 
has already been to our extended family. 

Had I been present for Rollcall Vote #145, 
I would have joined my 20 colleagues in op-
posing the change in the rules. The changes 
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